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Important Dates 

August 11 
1ST DAY OF SCHOOL 

August 12 
Morning Recess Drink 

Begins 

August 16 
Meet the Teacher Night Last 

Night Beginning with A-L 
6:30 - 7:30 PM                     

Jr. High Formal Presentation 
A-L 7:00 PM 

August 18 
 Meet the Teacher Night Last 

Night Beginning with M-Z 
6:30 - 7:30 PM                        

Jr. High Formal Presentation 
M-Z 7:00 PM 

August 26 
September Lunch and 

Recess Drink Orders Due 

August 30 
Fall NWEA MAP Testing 

Grades K-8 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 2021

August Newsletter - OLMC 
Where Faith Makes the Difference in Education

Dear OLMC Parents & Guardians, 
  
Welcome Back to the 2021-22 school year! I hope summer gave you and your 
family much needed time to relax and enjoy the weather, and that your children 
are relaxed, recharged, and ready to start a new school year. Unfortunately, the 
threat of COVID is still very real and something that we continue to deal with. In 
addition to preparing our classrooms for teaching and learning, our continued 
focus is on the health and safety of ALL students and adults. We will continue the 
same way as we completed the last school year--with safety protocols for arrival 
and dismissal, lunch, recess, classroom setup, hallway expectations and 
procedures for visitors in the building to ensure the safety and well-being of 
everyone!  

Please read on for more details about our safety protocols, positive changes to our 
school, and other important information.   
  
It is my honor and privilege to again serve as the principal at OLMC. I am happy 
that you are part of our amazing learning community this school year, and I 
welcome and value your positive energy and dedication to excellence in 
education. I look forward to working with you and your children. Together, I know 
we will make this school year one of growth and achievement for all. 

Blessings,                            
Shelly Schenek          
Principal

Message From The Principal
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As Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School gets ready for the 2021-22 academic year, the ongoing health and safety of our 
students and staff remains our focus. While great strides have been made in controlling the spread of COVID-19, the virus still 
remains a health threat as we prepare to return to school for the new academic year. 

The Ohio Department of Health released updated recommendations for K-12 schools, which we will follow. The guidance 
strongly recommends COVID-19 vaccinations for staff and eligible students; consistent mask-wearing for individuals who are not 
yet fully vaccinated; and layering prevention measures that include regular cleaning, handwashing, covering coughs and 
sneezes, and staying home when sick. We found that consistent implementation of these prevention measures were very 
effective and limited any spread of COVID-19 in the classrooms during the 2020-21 school year at Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 
We believe that beginning the school year by following the guidance and recommendations from the state of Ohio will continue 
to protect our students and staff. 
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WEARING MASKS: 
● All faculty and staff and students in Grades K-8 will be required to wear masks while in school 
● Fully vaccinated faculty have the option to remove their masks while actively teaching students, and when the recommended 
physical distancing can be maintained. All faculty and staff, regardless of vaccination, must wear masks when moving 
throughout the building. 
● When physical education activities, music class or recess are held indoors, students and unvaccinated faculty will be required 
to wear masks. 
● Students in the Preschool program will not be required to wear masks in the classroom, although it is strongly recommended. 
Preschool students will be required to wear masks during arrival, dismissal and when moving throughout the building. 
● In general, mask use is not necessary when students are outdoors, including when participating in outdoor play, recess, and 
physical education activities outdoors.

MAXIMIZING DISTANCE BETWEEN STUDENTS, STAFF, AND OTHERS 
● OLMC will maintain at least 3 feet of physical distance between students within classrooms when possible. 
● When it is not possible to maintain a physical distance of at least 3 feet, we will layer multiple other prevention strategies 
which include: 

○ Indoor masking for all, regular cleaning, hand-washing, covering coughs and sneezes, requiring students and faculty 
to stay home when sick. 

● During school lunchtime, we will maximize physical distance as much as possible in the food service line and eating areas. We 
will use additional spaces outside the cafeteria for mealtime seating, such as the gym. 
● OLMC will again limit nonessential visitors and volunteers during the school day. We will not limit access for direct service 
providers (e.g., paraprofessionals, therapists, early intervention specialists, mental health and healthcare consultants, and 
others).

ENCOURAGE HAND-WASHING, CLEANING, AND DISINFECTION TO PREVENT SPREAD 
● Hand-washing and sanitizing continue to be important tools in preventing the spread of COVID-19. 
● We will practice frequent hand-washing and proper respiratory etiquette to keep from getting and spreading COVID-19 and 
other infectious diseases. 
● OLMC will continue to provide adequate hand-washing supplies and hand-sanitizing stations throughout classrooms and high-
traffic areas in school buildings. 
● Each week the school will undergo a deep clean and sanitization

OTHER PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 
● Temperature screenings for all students, staff and essential visitors upon entering the building 
● Health assessment to be performed at home by parents/guardians before bringing students to school, grades K-8 
● Daily Covid questionnaire in the Preschool building 
● We ask all students in Grade K-8 to bring a water bottle filled with water only to school with them each day. Water fountains will 
be turned off to students but will be refilled throughout the day by faculty and staff as needed. Preschool students will have 
plastic water cups provided to them. 
● It is recommended that all students packing a lunch bring a disposable lunch bag. 
● It is very important to keep children out of the classroom if they are showing symptoms of COVID-19. Anyone with symptoms 
or a temperature above 100 degrees Fahrenheit must stay home until they are fever free without fever reducing medication for 
72 hours and symptoms are improving.
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Sandy Maver - Pre-Kindergarten 
Miss Sandy has been in the Early Childhood field for almost 30 years. Her experience has 
been in lab school/child care settings, working with children from 18 months to 5 years. Her 
philosophy is to provide children with a safe, caring environment in which they can freely 
explore. “OLMC's Catholic curriculum, philosophy and wonderful reputation is the perfect 
fit. I'm excited to be a part of the team,” she said. 

Maeve Mullen - Kindergarten 
Miss Mullen is a graduate of Ohio University. Her philosophy includes the importance of 
getting to know each child as individuals to ensure that they are getting the best learning 
experience possible. She has a wide variety of experience working with children ages 18 
months to 10 years old. “I am excited to teach at OLMC because I was fortunate enough to 
receive a Catholic education all the way through high school, and I cannot wait to be able to 
teach other children what I have learned,” she said. 

Mary Wojciechowski - 3rd Grade 
Miss Wojciechowski cannot wait to build a community with her class where they can learn, 
build and share their passions, grow, and assist one another to become the best versions of 
themselves. “We can work through the challenges together and celebrate the rewards along 
the way,” she said. 

Megan Henle - 5th Grade 
Miss Henle is from Minnesota and graduated from Winona State University. For the past six 
years, she has been working as a missionary with the Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students (FOCUS). Miss Henle loves to have students collaborate and learn from each other. 
She enjoys encouraging students to be curious, imaginative, and problem solving. “I truly 
believe my experience of teaching college students through Bible studies, conferences, and 
retreats will serve me well in educating the children of my 5th-grade classroom. I have just 
joined aspirancy with the Mercedarian Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament. I'm excited to be 
beginning this new adventure with the sisters and the school,” she said. 

Samantha Kochis - 7th Grade Homeroom, Jr. High Language Arts & Science  
Miss Kochis is a recent graduate of the University of Akron, where she earned her degree in 
education. She is excited to teach science because of the interactive nature of the subject and 
hopes to instill a curiosity for learning in all of her students. She is looking forward to 
teaching language arts, to help students to step into recognizing the power of their words, 
both spoken and written.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel has a number of wonderful new teachers this school 
year. We are looking forward to seeing the positive impact they will have on our 

school and our students. Here is a little bit about each new teacher:
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Small - 7 

Medium - 8 

Large - 10 

XL - 1 

2XL - SOLD OUT

Small - 4 

Medium - 6 

Large - 6 

XL - SOLD OUT 

2XL - SOLD OUT 

Interested in buying a t-shirt? T-shirts can be bought in our school office 
during school hours. Quantity is limited so act soon! Visit our website to 

learn more or reserve a t-shirt olmc-cleveland.org/olmc-spirit-wear

Diana Chittester - Music 
Ms. Chittester has shared the stage with Lyle Lovett, Gin Blossoms, The Accidentals, Joan 
Osborne, Peter Mulvey, Chris Trapper, Lisa Loeb, and Colin Hay. Ms. Chittester’s personal 
goal as an educator is to help students recognize that by using creativity to create, whether 
it’s a song, a lyric, or a thought, they are never without an answer or unable to succeed. 
“With creativity, you can always find a solution to your problem,” she said Ms. Chittester’s 
approach to teaching is to move participants out of their comfort zone by having all 
students engage in the moment. 

John Reynolds - PE Teacher 
Mr. Reynolds, the school’s marketing and enrollment coordinator is also joining the OLMC 
teaching team as OLMC’s physical education teacher. Mr. Reynolds has coached basketball 
and baseball and has always had a passion for sports since he was young and throughout 
college. Mr. Reynolds hopes to instill the importance of health and wellness in his students 
and to inspire them to be physically active. 

http://olmc-cleveland.org/olmc-spirit-wear
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TO DONATE AND LEARN 
MORE CLICK HERE

Please consider donating to the Sponsor Our Tigers Program. By donating, 
you will be the reason that our current and future students receive FREE high 
quality Catholic Education. All donations will go towards offsetting the tuition 
costs of our students. Offering free tuition results in a deficit around $1,700 
per student because of the high cost to educate each student. The program 
aims to cover the total deficit of over $300,000 so we can continue to offer 

free education to Cleveland residents. You can also receive appreciation gifts 
for donating, look at the graphic below to see what you can get!

The class with the most donations by the end of the school year 
will win an end of the year Pizza Party!

http://olmc-cleveland.org/sponsor-our-tigers
http://olmc-cleveland.org/sponsor-our-tigers
http://olmc-cleveland.org/sponsor-our-tigers
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2 - Liliana Hodge 

4 - Lina Dawod 

5 - Gabriel Perez 

6 - Amani Karas 

9 - Anthony Capeles 

9 - Nadeishka Martinez 

10 - Anthony Feijoo 

12 - Camila Navarro 

18 - Angel Hernandez-
Garcia  

18 - Jadiel Santana 

18 - Jackie Wu 

24 - Hernan Fernandez-
Tirado 

25 - Jocelyn Lave 

26 - Isabella Pastrana-
Melnick 

26 - Marleigh Crockett 

28 - Juliana Lave

olmc-cleveland.orgOLMC @olmccatholicschool     @olmcschoolcle

August Birthdays!

https://twitter.com/olmcschoolcle
http://olmc-cleveland.org
https://www.instagram.com/olmccatholicschool/
https://www.facebook.com/OLMCCatholicSchool
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